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improving 
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Wattles and wildlife 

Wattles fix atmospheric 

nitrogen. They are regarded as 

instrumental in restoring the 

nitrogen balance within forest 

ecosystems following fires. 

Keast, A. Birds of Eucalypt 

Forests and Woodlands 

 

 

Photos 

Gum moth emerging from its 

cocoon. 

An antechinus decided to get 

up close and personal and 

climb a leg at Coolart wetlands 

 

 

 

Balnarring to Bay BioLink 

‘Linking The Mornington Peninsula Landscape’ is a 5 year 

initiative run by the Mornington Peninsula Landcare 

Network and is funded by local, state and federal agencies 

Spring Update 

As the bushland within the Merricks Coolart Catchment 

and beyond bursts into glorious flower in early Spring, we 

are reminded of how important it is to continue our 

commitment to protecting what we have, even though we 

have been stymied by these COVID times and the 

constraints we face during lockdown. 

 

 



 

 

Manna Gum leaves 

 

Native Clematis 

Coastal Banksia 

 

 

BioLink Update 

Flora and fauna survey update from Mel Legg 

Flora & fauna surveys are currently being undertaken each 

month along the Balnarring BioLink.  

This includes monthly bird counts for each species and fish 

and frog surveys along all three zones within the BioLink. 

One spotlight walk has also been conducted to identify 

nocturnal fauna.  

Intense flora surveys will be conducted in Spring when 

plants are flowering. Spring surveys will identify majority of 

flora and reptile species, while mammal surveys are 

ongoing.  

One problem that has been identified is that Koala 

dispersal along Merricks Creek (from Bayview Road to 

Frankston Flinders Road, Hanns Creek Reserve) is very 

limited due to large areas with no eucalypts, only Swamp 

Paperbark. An urgent Manna Gum and Swamp Gum 

planting project is therefore required on private properties 

along this section of the creek. Such plantings are also 

necessary along the drainage line within Areas A & 

especially B. 
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Location of pine tree removal 

 

 

Pinus Radiata Monterey Pine 

 

 

 
 

 

 Pine Tree Removal 

Our application to remove 213 pine trees in the old railway 

reserve land behind Balnarring Hall has been granted by 

the Mornington Shire Council. 

This area will form part of our BioLink stretching from Civic 

Court Reserve, Balnarring, to the Western Port coast at 

Somers.  

Once the removal of the pine trees is completed this area 

will be revegetated with indigenous species in such a way 

as to enhance the visual and natural values of this area and 

with the newly established Civic Court Reserve will 

complement the indigenous vegetation at Balbirooroo 

Wetlands.  

It will connect fragmented areas of remnant vegetation, 

expand the habitat for native fauna and increase the 

range of threatened Swamp Paperbark vegetation.  It will 

also create a safe corridor for the local koala population, 

which is under increasing pressure from habitat loss, dog 

attacks and vehicles.  

The removal of the pine trees and their replacement with 

indigenous species will provide valuable opportunities for 

creating exciting learning situations, not only for the 

community at large, who we would encourage to get 

involved, but also for the nearby kindergarten and primary 

school. 

Before we can begin any work, our big challenge is to raise 

the considerable funds required to undertake this work. To 

that end we will be applying for grants and engaging in 

other fund-raising activities once we are out of the 

lockdown. Suggestions from members about ways in which 

we can approach fund-raising are welcome.  

It is estimated that less than 30% of remnant native 

vegetation is left on the Mornington Peninsula. Protection 

and enhancement of these natural areas is vital as much 

of this 30% is of medium quality only and may not 

necessarily be viable remnants. Our Balnarring to the Bay 

Biolink will therefore be a valuable contribution to 

preserving and expanding these areas 

 

 

 



 

Some of the plants that we 

have grown. 

Cassinia Aculeata - Dogwood 

Ozothamnus Ferrugineus –Tree 

Everlasting 

 

You can find us on, 

Instagram  

More information can be found 

on the Mornington Peninsula 

Landcare Instagram site 

@mplandcare  

You will find posts about LMPL 

site visits and information on the 

progress of LMPL and plant 

identification and weed 

management tips.  

 

Facebook  

Merricks-Coolart Catchment 

Landcare Group 

Growers Group Progress 

We established a sub-group made up of 20 members 

whose focus was on growing plants for the BioLink. We ran 

two very successful workshops at Peninsular Bushworks 

Nursery and as a result have grown over 800 plants. COVID-

19 has limited our ability to get all these plants in the ground 

but the plants are all "hardening up" and will be ready to 

plant as soon as restrictions have been lifted. Some have 

already found homes at the Presentation Sisters thanks to 

Karri, Tim and Joan's tireless work.  

The Growers Group have also been successful in receiving 

a council grant that will enable us to collect seeds from the 

desired areas and grow a second round of trees, shrubs 

and grasses that will ensure the provenance of the species. 

If you would like to get involved in the Growers Group 

please contact Jackie. 

 jackie.everett10@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

With your support we are making a difference 
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